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Mechanick Jndiſtry: 


DISCOUR'S 


OF THE 


NecetssIiTtY of Excouracing 


| Wherein is plainly proved, 
That Luxury and the want of Aftiſans Labour, 


became the Ruin of the four Grand Monar-| 


chies of the World, in the Forrger Age, and of 
Spain and other Countries, in This : and the 
Promoting of- manual Trades the riſe of the 


Dutch, German 

"rev 2 Y hor y _ /  _ "= Le” 

'Parallel'd and compared with, and ſhewn to be pra- 
Qicable under the preſent Conftirygion of England. 
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The PrxxErace to the Reape xs. 


- YO wiſebly is this Kingdom degenerated from the gredt 

| pen dabons of Vertue = Induſtry, into tt the 

ſeft Indulgences of Sloth, and of an effeminate and 
luxurious courſe of Life ( the former the Dignity, 

and Preſervation, the latter the Reproach and Reine of 4 
State) as makes it a Work of as great Seaſonableneſs as we- 
ceffity, to exdeavaur 4 Recommenaation af {ucb lahorious Im- 
ovements, 45 may, in ſome meaſure, reggin to us that 
high Reputation and Efteem in the World, which was of ty 
dae to the induſtrious management of our careful and eftive 
Predeceſſors, and which our preſent Idlencls and. too appe- 
rews 4 neglect of Mechanical , aud orber, Employments, 
has either incyrred a Forteiture of, or at leaf can pretend no 
good Title: unto. . The nature of this Swhject, dich rela- 
ting ta matters of 'T rade and Buligeſs, eerms not 10 require 
any great Art of Rhetprick , or gccurecy of Expreſſion 
6x tbe rs ure, and ſo comes not with wy Ornaments 
and Embelliſhments of Orgtosy, .aud of « correct andeloguent 
Style, which are due to more leerved wnd refined Diſcourſes. 
"Twill ( I prefyrre) be ſatisfatory tothe judicious Reader, 
«ng to Men of Action, if they find eny thing of Wejght, 
and [ſubſtance init, that may be of Force to eviuce; and 
perſarade them, of the reaſonableneſs of what it propoſes, 
| 4d that what is here offered for the romot ing 1 Mecha- 
.Qical and other Artsys neither imprafticable, unneceſſary, 
aer yet ynſeaſonable in the preſent Tuniture of Aﬀanrs, 
awd this Age of declenſion from I.abour apd Induſtry : Bur 
ou the comtrary, will (if purſud) derive f 2 Advan- 
Fe2es wpor the State, as well a5 tend to the Preſervation and 
Advancement of private and individual interefts, which from 
2 the 


To the REavEr. 
the Methods laid down in this ſmall Trait, we find to have 


already accrued to other well-governed Commonwealths, 
in. 's dic '. 4nd; teanlar Exerciſe and Incouragement of 
Arts and Occupations of all forts, This being the principal 
Aims and Scope of the following Diſcourſe, will not (1 
hope) upon its peruſal appear altogether void of, or defective 
in its Deſiza ; whith to enforce by prevalent, if not; cogent 
Inſtances 4nd Inducements ;' I have attempted to. give the 
Reader a ſuccinit View, or an Abridgment of thofe National 
Miſchiefs and Calamities ; and theſe the moſt remarkable, 
both in Antient avd Modern Governments, which h12 hex 
entailed upon Luxury and Idlenels, ' how they con/1mmxd the 
wveryVitals, and betame deftruttive of the fonr oyett Mos 
narchies of the World, the Aﬀſyrian, Perſian, Grzrian 
and Roman : How ſeveral Countries in this Are t* waſte 
and depopulated; ſome from as high 211 flouriſhing, de- 
Scending to « moſt. indigent and contemptible Eſtate ; others 
remainmg 4 ſterile anduncultivated Chaos,” ſfockgd with's 
ſort of Tational Brutes '( pardon thetllogical Expreſſton ) 
which have nothing but human. Shape to denominate them- 
ſelves Mens and the ſource of all this beſtial Inhumanity or 
barbarous Rudeneſs, is the want of Arts and Labour 
amang them. On the other Hani, I have ſhewn you the 
prodizious Riſe of other places , from an abjeit to a wery 
wealthy and honourable Condition, effetFed by means of their 
great Induſtry, and in fine, have paralleld both, in an 
applicatory Relation to our preſent Conſtitution and Govern- 
ment, as well demonſtrating how our luxurious Eaſe aud 
Plenty, ; aud the aiſcountenancing of L abour among us , 
threaten an Introduction of that Ruin, which has attended 
"other Nations, that funk into Voluptuoaſneſs and Sloth ; 
25 'preſecribins of other Kinvdoms as Patterns of our imi- 
tation, who are famed for their Induſtry, will in Conſc- 
quence, confer upon us proportionable Emoluments and 
| Advantapes. . | 


A 


DISCOURSE 


Of the NEcessITtTyY of 


Mechanick Induſtry, &c. 


Hat which the Great Jehovah juſtly inflicted 
upon Aden, as a Puniſhment due to his. 
violation of, and apoſtaſie from his origi- 
nal and priſtine eſtate of Innocency , 1z 

” [1.v'? the Sweats of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread } 
was in'the days of So/omon turn'd from a Curle into* a 
Bleſſing : For, this being pronounc'd by God to Adam, 
as well in the nature ofa Command (obliging him and 
his Poſterity, then in his Loins, to a laborious courſe of 

life for the future) as by way of a juſt Judgment upon 

him for his voluntary defeQion; did conſequently derive 
many ſecular felicities and enjoy.ments upon fuch asJived 
in: obedience and conformity. thereunto. The Golden 

Age, or rather that momentany ſtate of Integrity, (not: 

ſoin-its own nature, but of Man's continuance in it} 

- was indeed exempt from all painful Anxiety or laborious 

-Toik |: {Yatwre, as a plentiful Store-houſe, furni{fd eve- 
Tr ry. 
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ry living Creature with proper and diſtinct Proviſions, 
without any Cultivation or Improvement, Art or In- 
dultry ; the whole Univerſe abounded with plenty of its 


own production,and ſeem'd, like a Tree overcharg'd with 


Fruit, to bow down to Adam, that ſo he might eaſily, and 
without any trouble, pluck of all forts, except that of the 
forbidden, which tho? but one, muſt necds be taſted by his 


extravagantly-delicate Paiate, which ſowred and imbit- 
cer'd all the pleaſing iiweetnels of the reſt;and thoſe things 


which he had fo freely fed upon before, muſt now be ea- 
ten with ſorrow all the days of his Life. 

Man thus wilfully defcending into a laps'd condition, 
from his free and happy eſtate in Paradiſe, the whole 
World, and all the ereatyres 4n it, (as a Curſe appendent 
to his Fell) by the immediate deſignation of Divige Pro- 
vidence, became degenerated from their admirable ſub- 
ſerviency, and alefulneks ſo fitly accommodated to the 
conveniency of Mankind in their firſt Inſtitution. That 
which had of it ſelf brought forth Fruirs, and variety of 
Herbs, fit for the uſe of Man, muſt now be cumber'd with: 
Thorns and Thiftles : Nature is now fo far declin'd from 
her firſt eſtate, that Art and Induftry are- indiſpenfably 
requir'd to preſerve her from Ruins andthe Brea:h made 


by the Fall of Ada, muſt either be —_— by humane 


diligence, or elſc ſhe will fink under her own weight, 
and return {at leaſt by gradual approaches) to her pri- 
n\:ive Chaos apd Confuſion. This being then the.ſtate 
at Aﬀairs under the Fall, ſo different from, and inferiour 
to thatof Original Innocence, which naturally low'd with 
«n abundant affluence of all worldly Bleffines and Enjoy- 
ments, and which ſeem'd like fo many Corrivels equally 
contending which ſhould firſt coure Man's acceptance, 
and invite him to folace himſelf with them, rather than 
require a laborious ſearch, or indefatigable toil, in their 
purſuit. Ir remains then, That whoever would under 
this 


of Mchanick Induſtry. 


this /2ps' d Oecowomey and degenerated Government of the 
World, errive to any tolerable degree of felicity in it, 
Or to a participation ofthe Divine Favgurs,and ſtill boun- 
tiful Proviſions of Soveraign Providence; that the way 
to compals theſe naturally defired Accommadatians, is, 
by Lahoxr and Inadsſtry ; by a diligent purſuit, and an 


induſtrious management in the World. For, ſ{ince the © 


Stete of Gigi Purity foon expir'd, and that pains and 
ro11 15 not only the of, but Cordition of the laps*d, which 
God has appatnted us to make uſe of, if we would taſte 
plain then, that it isas well a Duty preſcrib'd them from 
God, as the moſt conducive Expedient for mens 
Intereſt and Advantage, to apply themſelves with vigi- 
lance to their reſpective Vocations and Capacities. And 
this is an undeniable Truth, not 'gnly capable of illuſtra- 
tion from feveral Inſtances in the infant days of the 
World,wbich may be derived from the Patriarchs, whoſe 
Lebour and Indeſtry were the marks of their Hozour and 
Dignity ;, but is alſo evident from the Gextile Kings in 
this Caſe : as for inſtance, The King of Moab, who was 
aſter. And however the Mechanick and Ryral 
Employments ate now (by the vanity of the AgeJbecome 
contemptible;yet we find, that he that was the moſt com- 


of the Comforts and Emoluments of humane Life: it 3 


petent Judge of theſe matters, made choice of two of the 


firſt Kings ef his People out of ſuch. And we do nat read, 
That Royahky in them put a period to the Employments 
of the Fathers, ſo as nor to deſcend to their Children. On 
the contrary, we read, Thar Abſolom had his Sheep-ſbeerers 
and his Cors Fields in bis own management ; as appears 
by remarkable inſtances. But now the prodigious growth 
of the World, as well in [mpiety 2s in Marking, 15 arriv'd 
to that height, that Vimrods are rather chole than De- 
vis, and Government oppreſt with a greater barthen of 
Labour and Tosl,than that which js agnex'd tothe Pegs. 
| ceing 
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Seeing then that even the Throne is not exempt from 
Labour, and conſequently he that ſitsupon it not divefted 
from Care and Anxiety; it ſeems but reaſonable, that 
there be an exaft Hermony and Conſort betwixt the Prince 
and the Subjed?, and that every String 1 the grand Inſtrs- 
»zent of the World ſhould be wound up to its height, that 


' ſo there might be no jarrs. In order whereunto, it ſhall 


be my work to ſhew, That tho? it is 1mpoſlible to' bring 
men to conformity in all points of Labour and Induſtry, 
yet that *ris extream eaſe to-effe& fuch a Reformation, as 
might free this Kingdom from that /oad and oppreſſion of 
ulele(s men, under which it labours ſo much at preſent ; 
and yer not p:rt with them, but rather take ſuch methods, 
whereby every individual perſon tnay become a profitable 
Member to the whole Communicy. For, tho this King- 
dom is plentifully ſtock*d with too many Perſons, who 
are addited to 1dlene/s and: Sloth ; yet has it too few 
mouths in general, and cannot be accounted above one 
third Peopled, if compared with -other parts of the Uni- 
verlie. Fd | | | EL JS oY: | 
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And therefore, in this Diſcourſe, I ſhall F;-#ſhew the 
Milchiefs that attend thoſe Countries, where Men are ſuf: 
icr'd ro live without honeſt Employments, ' ©» 

And in the Secoxd place, ſhall' particularize fome> Im 
ſtances, ſetting forth, ' how men are-oblig'd to'Employ: 
ments in ſome Kingdoms; and the good etteRts which re- 
{uſt from that Engagement; © © 97623: 100 

And in the Third place, ſhall demonſtrate 'with what 
good ſucceſs the ſame might be etteQted in this Nation, * 
| | 1189 2232511011 91d 671607; 35 574 

Tn refcrence to the firſt of theſe Particulars ;Ifwecom 
Tult Hiſtory, whether ancient 'or modern,: we -ſhall: urs 
doubtedly thicre find, ' that Jalereſs has, inall Apes, been 
the Nurſe and Parent of Voluptuonuſneſs 'and 'Effeminaty, 
which 


of Mechanick Induſtry. by 


which gradually eacreaſing,in proportiog:to'a tenant 
diminution of Labour and Induſtry, finally; broughtnan 
irreverſible deſtcution epon ſuch Countries, wherethey 
gain'd the aſcendant, and did predominate. v7; 
Of rhis, the Monarchy of the 4/ſprians is a preg 
and remarkable inſtance, who degenerating from thoſe 
maſculineand great Azchievements (which firſt gave the 
riſe to their Umver/al Greatneſs) into a libidinous :'and-ait 
inemperate.courle of life, became an eaſie Prey to Cyr 
the Great. | TAs; 
And thus it hapned'to the Pe-ſian Monarchy, which be- 
ing over run with Eaſe, Luxury, and Riat, with ſoft.and 
eftcmigate Delights,aad wanton Pleaſures, withall man - 
ner, of . Delicacy and Licentioulne(s, ſeem'd to the Great 
Alexander rather like Beaſts ficted for the ſlaughter, than 
far uſe;and labour, and gave his Warlike Macedonians 
more trouble to difrobe then of chat Pageantry and ſum- 
ptyous, Apparel which, like, ſo many Theatrical Gran+ 
aees, they came vainly'adorn'd with to Battel ;.than they 
found it obtaining of an calie Conquelt over thaſt\puſil- 
lanimous and'gaudy' Perſians, who ſcarce gave any-oppe- 
{3c20n; 2. WY 
But then, how'quickly do we find the. Sceze chang'd 
kn this mighty Conqueror, whd.no ſoonen began torconfult 
his-plealutes, and to foſter up'himſelt in zd/erreſs amndimt» 
moderateexceſs,but this very man(who had been the ter-= 
ror of the Univerſc)becomes aScorn and Contempt to krs 
own. Souldiers, , Whilſt he - purſu?d the Afacedowien 
ſ\briftneſs, and follawed the genzma of his native Country 
ma warlike lndultry, ſalong they adored him as a God : 
but when he began to wear the effemimate habit of the 
Perſtans, and to accuſtom himfelf to: their ices, ever hts 
greateft Favourites hardly accounted him a Man ;. whoſe 
Vebauchery, and Intemperance ſoon put & period ta the 
Life of that illuſtrious Prince; and to the Macedowian Eme« 
| ny pire, 
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pire, which otherwiſe mighthave beef of a laſting durg. 
tionfand continuance. 1 06 THOUT 1 3h 4TEESS 
The like ill : deRtiny attended the-Romen Monarchy, 


when the Twks (who had been conſtantly inur'd to 


hardfhip and perpetual Toil ) found the others a People 
uneaſie with their Plenty, and fo burthen'd with their 
time; that *cwas difficult ro find waies enough how to 
ſpend it. - - Sores 
And, *t was (doubtleſs) foreſeen by that grand Impoſtor 
Mahomet, that Ialeneſs and Luxury would, if indulg'd, fo 
gradually enervate that mighty Empire, as ſoon to bring 
it to deſtruction ; for the prevention whereof, like a ſub- 
tle Legiſlator, he enjoin'd it for a Lev, which! even their 
very Emperors were-not to be Exemptedfromz *famely, 
to eat no more than the Labour of his Hards'could pur- 
chaſe every day. *Twould be an tnfinite- undertaking to 
enutnefate the ſeveral Miſeries 'which at this day attend 
upon thoſe People, whoare denied the benefit of ##54nd 
Labouw#; How do the wild Arabs live, and affaciate with 
their Herds? from whom, beſides the ereAneſsof their fta: 
ture, no other mark of diſtin&tiort is ſo viſiblb upon them; 
as that they are the more careful Beaſts in providing for 

their:Companions, ' 7 © 7 of 411g hon it 
. We may ſeein' another ſhape -rhe defolate Americans ; 
thoſe of them eſpecially'who inhabit the 'Norrhers parts, 
where the Men account ir a degradation to their Sex, ro 
expoſethemſclves to any Pains for the Food they eatzbut 
believe it to bea Duty incumbent upon the Women, to 
make:proviſion'for ſuch -as they bring into the World, 
Andthis BrutiſhS/orh and Stupidity is attended with as 
fignal and extraordinary a Judgment ; for notwithſtan- 
ding that, the Country, as to healthfulneſs'and other 
conveniencies of humane life, is izferiour to none in Eu. 
tope ; and beſides that, Polygamy is allowed and praQtis'd 
amongſt them ; and, that they. will no longer retain any 
| Woman 


6f | Mechanick: Induſtry. 
Wornan whom they find to be barren or unfruitful ; -yet * 
are they ſo tew and inconfiderable in number, as by* 
ſonable computation, might ' be thought not to be the 

Progeny of one Family, in lefs than an Hundred yeats. 

+ But tro come nearer home, we find the Iriſh, by the ac- 

count given usn their own Hiſtories, written in their 

Mother T oz2ue, to have been the moſt miſerable People” 
in the Univerſe, when the Exg/:ſb firſt arrived amongſt 

them. And, That then, altho* they lived promiſcuonſly, 

as.to the uſe of Women, yet the Souls of that Kingdom 
were-not io numerous, upon the Exeliſh firſt redution of 
them, as'they afterwards were, in the Reign-of K. James 

the Firſt, notwirhſtanding thar their frequent and reite- 

rated Rebellions had, by a who!e Serie, of War & Slaugh- 

ter for ſome Apes, conſum'd a vaſt, or rather incredible, 
multitude of People amongſt them. The Reaſons which 

they aſſign for a Solution of this ſeeming Paradox, are 
two: Firſt, they fay, That before the Eng/ih Conqueſt 
they lived in great 14leneſs and S/oth, having neither Arts 
nor any thing of labour amongſt them ; which pur them 
vpon a neceſſity of committing of what Ryapin and Spoit 
they could, and continually torob and prey upon one ano: 
ther ; for, another man's Herds being more numerous 
than his Neighbours, ſcem'd juſt grounds to him of ma- 
king War with htm; and ſo mutually cruel and barba- 
rous they were upon ſuch occaſions, that *tis obſerved in 
all their Poems ( for ſuch they had amongſt them) "that 
there 1s not to be found one of Mzrzth; nor to this day 
have they any Muſical'Note or Tune (tho! they afford 
1ome variety) which is not mt{ancholy and doleful. The 
Second Reaſon they give for their being more numerous 
.now-than in former Ages, is, That: the Engliſh Laws and 
Government having introduc'd Arts and Lebour _ 
them, they now, by vertue of their own Induſtry, make 
proviſion for their Children, and are early in their Mar- 
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riage, that ſo they may be ea$'d-6f: ther Charge.: And, 
though the maintenance which-they now. provide for. 
their Children, be ſtill-very meatrand_comemptible, yet 
however it is ſuch, as to preferve like, which 3n former 
Ages they were not able to compaſs. - Nor were they at 
all ſollicitous what became of the Fruit of: their Luſts, 
which perhaps was ſo-tntermixt, as*twas difficult to di- 
ſtinguiſh or claim a Property, Andinow, notwirhitand- 
ing that they are bounded from theſe Exorbitances by 
the reſtraint of Exz1jp Laws and: Conſtitutions, which 
are found to be a {tricter Curb and Obligaton upon thum 
than thatof their $yp?r#itioys Devotion; whith. gives a 
known: Latitude and indulgence in that and other Sins ; 
yet are they not now-utterly' free from, but, as "tis faid; 
rather frequently addicted to the ſame V ice. 7 
Nor has the good Example of the Enplifb Indyftry been 
of chat prevalence among ſuch of them, as entitle them: 
ſelves Gentlemen - (who are very numerous'10 that King- 
dom) toallume the moſt honourable and geatileft Em. 
ployments romong to Trade, though at the ſame _tnne 
they are ready to ({tarve for want of ſuſtenance, -which . 
they had rather beg or (teal, than /ahonr tor. x ; 
This has vilibly, and to a demonſtrationybeen the ruin 
of that Kingdom, for that the moſt uſcful and-beſt men 
amongſt chem either are forced to forezgn Service; and fo 
neceſſitated to delert their Country,or are-executed for 
Robber tes, Murthers, (ec. or, which 18 not. the leaſt in- 
{trumental to their deſtruQtion, ' periſh for want of con- 
veniency .and neceſſary Proviſions ; an irregular Life 
bringing Diltempers upon them, that - fhortens their 
dates ; for, it is a common obſervation, That among the 
many Thouſands that live, as they call it, by coſherime, 
there 1s rarely ſeen an 9/d may. IS=d1) 
Whereas had the lri{h been induſtrious; and had been * 
ecucated to Arts and Labour, they had kept out thoſe 


Num- 


: of Mechantok: $rduſtfy,). : 
Wumbers,of dc hanti that went from Eaglaydantortt 
Kingdorn /;1.00 by that meany might b | been Veen 
of their own Country, notwithſtanding the $ubjes 
Rionto Exelmnd 4; lmeanthey might bays;been Maſters, 
in chis:zepſe,,.:{Þ as40. have hag ghe Command of Trade 
3nd; Biafagels,, Bur:Divine-PropRlence-faxy, 15.pgt He, ito 
pat Opportunity /intotheir Hands, as that would Taj 
cone, ,whercby to capacitate them ;to a greater Bar+ 
barities by tneir Numbers; Whereas both gow and _in 
aca Ie oy haye,lfor on QWB.AFfyICe, 
PTexgfVEU AQGUAUANCe :Ot ; ATLARAS ON AN AQTES,, 
whom they / could not Git; which oxheryale had je 
the unſupportable efefts;of sheir, bloody 1APG mbhumas 
Cruelties. But having now done with thelg Excreicen- 
cies of; Spain, : from whence they pretend; to have-ori- 
ginally; ſpruag;.}let us fee-how:chale' which they, lay 
clajg, tg for; their drcefoarty  have.throve in, theip 
Averhonsa Sadufiry,. 2 oft os nul op! nt lc; 
- If we deletnd 49;-8-parzicylar” yiew,!of phe tate of 
that; Kingdom, : in all.ics ReſpeRts and Cixcumilances, jr 
may realonably be accounted a Prodigy, in Nature: Ax 
as by a vulpar Miſtake, fome' term a Defe# in Nature to 
bea »0nſtrou4 Produftion 3 we may more rationally :af- 
firm, - That Spainhath made it felf lo by Sloth.,, 
\ Take jt, ja the Conyeniengy of its- Sityagign, . Ferti- 
lizy.of Soul,” 3a the Advantages of is Rich Mines in. the 
Ivdies, ( whick if rightly mangaged-:would be fo)- and 
it might be reaſonably accounted almoſt an abſolute Im- 
poſſibility, to be reduced to that extreme Poverty an 
Scarcity of Men, wherein it. agvy ſtands. , hs, 

-- Þ kgow:;the Cauſes alkgned- are the baniſhing the 
Moers,.' and their Numbers buned in rhe Wof-Indies . 
but it is plain that that-is not the fole occaſion of the 
aforeſaid publick Inconvenieace:: for were there Arts 


and Employments encouraged in their Country, as one 
| Se £ 
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4 Diſendſef the Ntceſpey 
Set-weri fit dota Fhe'Sonthern Door, another: would” 
eine m'ar the" thern and - Evroge would tupply 
' chelt Lofvin Amtvice;” 
Re Tt wer talie to ſhaw; ' How with their own Wool. | 
bn ulh vFedarſet Abbe their Neiglibours>abound 
they might with theirown Manufadtevies furny{}s 
hel Wee Inte, * by which meahstheir Bullion! would 
. be their owh ; which now they are no bett-. x than Chr;- 
ran Slaves to- \ provide for Europe. 
it they : Hide Wan abtories, they would fill 
the Courtiy with! 'People,” :and not"! put: them upon a 
It; they had'ir the 'year'7649, Whither the 
i Cornt ſhould not remove for- the _—_ not "having 
| People to keep both! 
7 "Add ro this, That the want of Employment i in Spain, 
occaſions 'thoſe'frequent AQts- of Vaiolenge,” which arg 
committed ini that Kingdom \">for tho"? it4s fo thioly 
peopled i in. ſome Parts, that there areſcarce Men enough 
rdentitleit tothe Name 'of a' Country inhabited ; 'Fer 
are'there great numbers-of- Bandittoes to 'ravage port 
the few that are there21T + 
27 Thus we ſee theidifinal- Eftes of [dleneſs in Spain, 
which has been of - that miſchievous and ' almoſt fatal 
Conſequence, as  tobritig that Kingdom upon the -very 
brink of Rutne's whith lad 'before this been devoenred 
Þy the FPycb; had tiot their other large and meuftricns 
Dominitons preſerved them;-'! + (9 hs 
Having thus'rakei a- ſiccin atid cranſient View of 
the ilFERire of thoſe Kingdoms and People, which are 
deltitutg of Arts and Labour ; let us in the ſecond Place, 
-accarting to our former Method, particularize ſome 
| Inſtances, ſetting forth how Men are obli igec to Employ- 


ments it ſome” Kingdoms, andthe good Efefts which 
 refy it from that Engagement, 


\ 


— 


In 
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\ In purſuance whereof; : I:ſhall-begin/ with: Germaxy, 
where we ſhall find a-People joferivig. condne m-thear 
juſt veneration to Anriquity;: andrut ptomaceciaf Noble 
Blood:thar 1s cruly derived ifrombw#truous and | honow- 
rable Progenitors,' which 'they'ferſohwgh a Valueupos, 
as that even to Excels they deſpiſe mixing withithe. Plc 
beians ; and yetamong-rhele.great Nobility, the younger 
of:whoſe Familiesare employed in:rheir 'Armnes, rarely 
15 there.-found one of them withdut a Mammal Art:;' by 
which, if reduced to Extremiry, »He may earn his;Bread, 
rather than live _ the Charity, and Benevolence of 
others, a ſordidnels of Temper:whichthey bearan utter 
Abhortence and | Deteſtarion! ro; i:having too-muck-of 
that Roman Spirit; whichhad ratherloſe a Life, than liold 
itatthe Courtefie 'bb:anothep;')! cul! 1624 ho) 05 3110) 
And this recals into my Memory 7 Stocy, + which:for 
1ts: pertinentcongruny: tothe;preſent Diſcourſe may:nor 
be 1mproper torelate: There:was about the year\1615.a 
Noblemamin Genmeny, who Daughter was 'caurtedby 
another Lard, » whiowas a! very: young Many! whenidre 
| had made-{uch Progreſs in thisAﬀaie; eas ipnifirat:by! 
Friends; thei 614 Lord defired to ſpeak: with hun;'' and; 
after ſome Conference together, asked:the young Noble- 
man, How he intended, if he ſhould marry.his Daugh+ 
ter;; to maintain her ? : HeTeplied; Equalto ber Quality. 
To whach the Father returned, Thatwas:no: Anſwer:to 
his Queſtion ; he Yefired 'to know; : Whatche had | to 
maintain her with ? To that the ,younger Lord'replyed, 
He hoped, that was no Queſtion, for that his Inheritance 
was. as: 'publick--as his Name. The old :Lord owned 
his-Palleſſions to.be'great, but asked him if be-had no: 
thing that was ſecurer than Land: 'The queſtion ' was 
range, but ended inthis, Thar che Fathet of the young 
Lady gave: his poſitive Reſolve , Never to marry ihis 
Daughter, though his:Heir, and would have two Iuch 
VIE 4817 | great 
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A.Difeinr{e of the Nedfity 
great Eftatesburiunto + Nah that had-a Manual T rade, 
by which-hem! live; af drove. from his'own Coun 
xj This young Lord:was 'Mafter of none at proſent, 
barcettbecfanio&hirdiifieG; he deſired. but a yeats 
Fame; in which he promiſed to: acquire one : In order 
xwhereunto.he got a Backer: Mater, the moſt ingenious 
hg could-find, and in fix'Moimhs:became Maſter of: his 
Trade, -winh/greater:] or- than his Teacher; 
and ave. Proot of bis tngemuy:iand gaeat Proficiency, 
if ſmaltzT ime, tic brought £6 his Milirels a Piece 
of lus: Workmanſhip, being 1 a _ Twig Backet ; which 
for many years after became a general Fafhion among 
the Ladies by zhe name of: Ing Baskets,' ph, 
hicher to: Exe mu from (Gerrbad ix and: Holuag. «. 
_- to compleat the ſu nei: ob:this Relation, 
Choy rr Vert this Nobleman's Aſerrzage, 


xr c 9a77 his Father. in-law ſharing in'vhe Maisfortunes 


ofthe Palativate, were drove naked out oftheir'Eſtates:; 
add-in Aa{cad, i bor ftoand Years, . cid-irhis 'young; Lord 
mhintain boeh/ his Fathey in-law and' his ws Family: 
bylmaking Baskezs of Shite Tiwgs, rafuch an vo” cage Pi 
Excellency as none could ittain': And !*ris from: him 
that they derive thote. Curiolmies. chat are till made 1 n 
Holland of 'TFmiwooy b. -« 

''Thig is large 2 2 Digreffion fooin hs Mareev i in Hand, 
kut:rhe moreinhttedaipon, :becauve l.deecm:'ir re alto. 
gether: improper” ta'my: Defign-of fhewing, How fond 
and ambitious Men are, in Foveign Countries, of learn- 
ing Arts and Mechanical Employments , whereby ro 
avoid Tdleneſs, chav common: Peſt. to the. Publick: Coo, 
and confequentlyto every privare any individual baceroſh, 
as mvolved's 19 the other. © 

'From this Proſpe& of the Nobitity ol Gentry, we 
will now deſcend to a. lower View of the meaver and 
inferior Sort, among them, ' whoſe Induſtry is fo. re- 


markably 


, 


oO 


_" "of Mechanick Induſtry. 
markably great, that even Children of four Years old 
will earn theirBread!: Add to this, That they ate: kept 
out of Harm's Way, by the ſame Diverſion, tho? more 
profitable, 'whereby we keep our Children in this King- 
dom ; and that is by making wooden Toyes , painted 
Boxes, | Pipes, &c. for our Children to play with: There 
- they employ. all the Children of a Town from three 
Years to eight inthoſe eaſie Matters of ſhaving a little 
Stick of Fir, or dawbing alittle Paint upon a Stick or Box ; 
things of that eaſe nature, as may be done by a Child 
that can ſpeak, and but hold a Knife, or other ſmall 
Inſtrument in its Hand. 

When they advance more in Years, *tis then 'uſual 
to pitch upon a Trade; and'penerally they apply them- 
{elves to that of their Fathers, whereby you ſhall of- 
tentimes find 'em to derive their Pedzgree and their unin- 
terrupted Succeſſion in the ſame Trade or Employment, 
in a continued Line from Father to Sor, for ſome Hun- 
dreds of Years. And this Genealogy as well in Occupa- 
tion as Deſcent, 1s inſilted upon by them with as much 
Pride and Oſtentation as can be ſhewn by their Nobility, 
| 1n their continued Tracings and Derivations of them- 
ſelves, from a numerous and anticnt Stock of their 
famous and heroical Progenitors. 0 TEINS 

*T1s not their Prattice, as with us in this Kingdom, 
to bind an Apprentice for ſeven Years; three or four is 
their common Standard : and the reaſon is, becauſe 
they are educated from their Cradie to ſomething of 
Employment, which renders them 'the more apt'and 
docible, aud conſequently the more capable of attaining 
. to\,a; Ripeneſs and quicker Proficiency - in Buſineſs. 
+ Whereas our: Youth, here. in Exg/and, being bred to 
nothing before they come- to be Apprentices, ' make a 
very ſlow Progreſs,. and require much longer: Time, 
wherein to reach the ——_— of. aecompliſhed o_ | 
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A Difſcowfe of the Nec/]fuy 
; \Apdſpchas pre of Families not educated in Mechani- 
cal Employments, Ogle they \make-uſc: of,; cither in 
Aﬀeirs, A1:44r1, or als 4g'Suates of gentler and finer 
Arts than cither of gheje ;- by whych admirable decorum, 
fo regalarly abſerved, ia proportioning every Order 
and Degree of Men among them, co their ſuicable and 
reſpeRtive Vocations and £. apacities, 'it thence happens, 
That in whole Provinces there ts not a Man that cats the 
Bread of Idtene/s, as of other Men's Labour and Indaſtry. 
Nay, inthe Haaſ towns, they: ſtill ſhew a greater Care 
and follicitude in thele Matters, not judging it expedient 
to admit of any more than an uſeful and competent num- 
ber far the City, af any who profes the liberal Sciences ; 
but, on the contrary, oblige all their Natives and Inha- 
bitants either to Aerchanarze, Navigation or ro Minual 
Arts and Manzsfaffories; inſormuch that that: famous 
Mart of Hamburgh ( to which City belong 'more Ships 
of Burthen'and Value, for all manner of Trade and Com- 
merce, than toany City of Ewope, ' London and Amyſter- 


dam excepted) does admit but of one Phyſician, of 'irwo 


Civilians fox' the Law , and but one Devine, beſides 
thoſe which are conttanely employed in the City : Yer 
an the contrary Hand, offer grext Encouragement to 
Men of all Nations, to inhabit among them, (that are 
for Mechanick Labour and Sea-Service, as accounting 
him but a neceſſary Evil, whoſe Induftry and Parts lyc 
only in the Brazn, or bound their Situation in the Head; 
and one of ſuch they deem ſufficient for thouſands, which 
work with their Hands. 

By reaſon of which orderly nianagement of Afﬀairs 
and the Proyiſion made to promote Labour, and to dif- 
courage Idlexeſs and all uleleſs and unative Men : Tt is 
very remarkable, That in this City no Man ever ſaw a 
Beggar : yet many aged and unfortunate Poor there are, 
occalioned by Loſſes and crofs Accidents at Sea; but then 

A 


+ of Mechwiick Induſtry. 
ſo Chriſtian and Olaritable:a Commiſeration'of "their 
Condition is eateftained bythe Government, thar inal 
Bargains and ContraQts, inthat City, ſomething is ſtill 
preſerved, as 4 voluntary Gift for the Poor : Or if I 
may ſo ſay; asa free-Will Offeringito God fortheir Sup- 
ply ;- and-#his/ repolited in the! Hands of the' Miniſter 
LL h Pariſh, who has Church-HWardexs joyned to him, 
in order toa right Diſpoſal of this. Money for the Poor. ' 

- A Shipputs not forth to Sea, but with an Iron Box, 


for the uſe of the Poor, of which the Keeper-has no Key, 


bur is :ept by the Miniſter and Chureh-Wardens, and upon 
 the'Rerurn'of his Voyage, when he- receives the Holy 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, he brings to the Altar 
his Box, 'which he uſerhrall Caretoreplenifhand ſupply; 
and there is not, a Seaman in his Ship bur puts ſomething 
into if,” whenever he receives his Wages. 
To what has been already premiſed, *twould'be need- 
Icſs/to vame or inftance to you, - the Exarnple of the 
United Provyintes, which are ſocontiguousroour Hand, 
as well as juſtly famed throughout the whole Univerſe, 
for their eminent and indaftrious Improvements, - 'and 
for ſuch ſuperadditions of A4rt to Natare, ' or rather'of 
{ſuch as Nature ſeemed not capable of ; and which 
have been of more uſe to them than all their Martral 
Strength, for the Defence of their Connrry againſt-their 
Enemies, and have advanced them from-the poor' difre/- 
c4., ©tb the honourable "Title of the High 'and Mighty 
Eftaes of Holland : And that formerly uſeleſs, ' and now 
little Spot of Ground, becomethe richeſt in Exr9pe]- is a 
moſt evident Demonſtration of the miraculous Power 
of Induſtry, and of thoſe De 
which Human Nature 1s capable of attaining ro; by a 
| laborious and an mdefatigable Purfuit ; which as it has 
created a general Efteem for theſe States throughout-the 
whole World ; fo has refleted nd ſmall Difgrace upon 
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A Diſcourſe of the Neceſſity 
their Neighbours; whilſt enjoying fertile and profirable 
Countries, both in their. Situation and; o5her abundant 
National Advantages and Emoluments, far ſuperior to 
this,they ſuffer their Lands to lie waſte and uncultivared, 
and negle&all the Opportunities both of 4r7 and Nature, 
whereby to enrich .and.improve them; when. on the 
contrary, theſe are forced.io.change the very, Elements, 
having more living upon:the Water than they have upon 
the Land ; which is {o plentifully ſtocked, that it ad- 
mits of no. more.  , | 

If from this little Spot -of Ground we pale farther 
into the Country, it will be worth our whule, to con- 
ſider, What Care ang Diligence is uſed by the Govera- 
— to oblige the Rural unto Works, for the Publick 
Good. ER. | 

In Flanders they agmitnot a young Man to enter intc 
the State of — withqut Et obtaining, a Cone 
cate frem the Magiſtrate of the Place of his Relidence 
and abode, ſetting forth, His havingp/anted ſuch a num- 
ber of Trees, &c. - I might demonſtrate, the Truth of 
this Poiat to you, from a great variety of other Inſtances, 
both of Countries and Perſons,, which-would be agree. 
able and pertinent enough tomy preſent. Deſign, but 
aiming at Brevity, this may ſuffice to ſhew the great 
; Care and laudahle Endeavours of. Foreign Gover ments, 
to. oblige their,People to Labour and Induſtry ; and. to 
evince this Nation of that wonderful Succeſs it has met 
with, for the.Growth and Improvement of their reſpe- 
Rive Inhabitants in Riches and the like proſperous Con- 
tingences of this Life.. 

T1 come now, 1a the thurd Place, todemonſtrate with 
what poſſibility and good Succeſs, the ſame Induſtry 
might be efteted, and conſequently become pratticable 
in theſe Kingdoms, which is uſed in others, and how 
the want of 1t leads to the ſame. Fate, which becamg de- = 
ſtructive 


- -_ 


KraRive, of. th 
tianed. 


We are .nct ignorant, That Chriftianity in. general, 


oblige all its- Votaries 
borious courſe of Life, 
That we mult increaſe both our Spiritual and Ternp09: L 


COMME 2 
indalhrigs 1:4 
Lye, we.mu Th 
be ablet 


ur, 3nd Vigilance) when our, rand Maſter 


cre from, yet now muſt* bear a conſiderable ſhare: 
int 


in their kinds their proper and diſtin Offices of” Labor, 
to which they were firlt deſigned by Sovereign Ptovi- 


Order of the Creation, the next Degree above. wt 
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A Difcour ſe/of the Neceſſity 
Mien, which by reaſon of their Syperioor Faculties incom- 
municable to Senſitzve_ Beings ; we call Rationel Orea- 
tures. | But to pats by them ar preſent, if we look up 
unto a higher Species or Rankof Crearnrey, the Angelital 
Beings, we fhall-find” tha thoſe Bleſſed Spirits are £0n- 
tinually bufied and empleyed. either io repeated £4/te- 
Junhs ang E vchariftical Praiſes), or elſe are fent upon+tre- 


- 


quent Embaſſies and Negotiations into this lower Whrtd ; 


or admitting the Speculation of their Tatelary Fundtion, 
are many of them obtiged'rs a conftagt WarchfuJneſs, 
andan immediate omar brig -Men,” whereby tb 
oppoſe and repet the Temptations of Szrznand his Apo- 
Rate Legions, by inſtilling into their Hearts # Love and 
Veneration of the Divine Nature, and by Itriking them 
with an awful Dread of, and a moſt ſubmiffive Regard 
to his Sovereign and Imperial aptly oi _—_— y 
by impreſſing deep CharatFers of Religion,” ind the Fear 
oe upon their Souls; It remains'' then, 'That of 
that great. variety of Creatures, which God made, all, in 
their diſtin& Conditions and Capacities, are naturally 
ſubjefted to Laboyr and Induſtry * -ſhalf theh' madi' be 
excepted, who was. made bur a littk -Jower than the 
Ange/s, and conſequently in a fuperior degree ro afl 
other created Beings, . endowed, with thoſe excellent Fa- 
culties of Reaſon and, Judgment, ' of which brute 'and 
ſcolitive Creatures do.nox participate, afd:confequent- 
ly. arg not ſo qualified for a'right management of Laboay 
as. Men are? , for tho? many of them Exceed mar ih 
Strength, whereby they become' inthe greateſt Toi/ 
more noctatiggbie than they ;.. yet for want of Jadg- 
ment, and the 4ſcourffve' or' rational Faculty, cannot 
girect their Pains to proper and advantagions Ends and 
Uſes ;. buit in this ate ordered and goverhed by Man, . as 
they are the Inſtruments which God and Nature, has 
appointed to be uſeful and ſubſervient to him,” in the 
promoting 
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. of Mechanick Induſty... 
promoting of Lows and Induftry. 'Secing then” that 
Man - is 'thus eminenely: qualified - beyond begs 
Beirigs- of this-lowey: Qrb for great and \Jaborious Im- 
provementsz it follows neceſſarily, thathe-muſt cither 
att agreeably to theſe peculiar Excelleneies of Human 
Nature, or elſe fink himfelf below the. Condition of 
Brutes and the moſt-inferior Beings, : who { as is alrea« 
dy proved') do by natural Inſtinct carry a-dire& Cor- 
reſpondence to their firft Inftitution. im: this reſpect. 
But to paſs from a Religrous to a Natural Confideration : 
If we conſider that Nature aims at an exa@t Symmetry 
and Proportion in all things, and does as much purſue 


a conſtant Order and Harmony 1n all her Operations, as: 


ſhe carefully declines Irregularity and: Confuſion ;- we 
muft then needs acknowledg,: That rhat which we look 
up-nas a Deformity or a fupetfitzons Excreſcence in a 
Body N4/1ral, muſt in a paraliel. Proportion be juſtly 
reckoned to be fo: ina Body Poheict » And! if it befo, 
chers tho!-we'muſt confels the Fingers tobe; the? faſtrus 
metits of the Hand'; yet. one 'more thin iof uſe-is: vat; 
early ſtyled Aa monſtrous Production, 's: tho mort pT0+ 
perly 2 deviation of Nature from her Intention of Order 


Why then may it not be with a Parity of Reaſon: ſo 


thought of an uſeleſs Man, ina Stare or Commonmealth; 
fuch a one-being not only a' ity, but 'a Nuifance 
unto it, as well as a Blemiſh toy as an Excreſcence in, 
any Government. That which takes away'the Life and 
Sap from the Root of the Stare, but neither imparcs any 
ro it, nor produceth any Fr«#, and therefore muſt exther 
be ſo cultivated and diſctplin'd by good Laws andGovern- 
ment, ſo as to make it Fertile, or elſe deferves no':ber; 
ter Ufage than' thar of being cut down, for why cums 
breth#r the Ground ? | | 2{ 
But I muſt beg Pardon for this tedious Harangue;upon 
theſe two Arguments drawn from Religien' and Nature, 
1 obliging 


To 
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A.Diſcourſe of the Neceſſity te 
obliging Men to Labour and [Induſtry ;. and -Proceed- 


toſhewy! How what has. beenrpremuſed: may: bs calcu- 


lared tothe Heridian of, and applicable:enough to this 


Nation }\ For the proof whereof; .That Ezgland exceeds 
any part of Exrope for the Advantage of . its Situation 
andits Utenſils of Trade and: Commerce, 45a matter of 
ſo unqueſtionable a Nature-asinone will diſpute, nei- 
therthat they. can want Vent for their. Laboufs, ſince it 
is a Spot of Ground,; which ſo many of @ther Countries: 
muſt neceſſarily paſs by: All the Miſchief that attends it 
is its Eaſe and Plenty, and that the'Proviſion for a Day 
requires not the Labour of halt anone im many Employ-. 
MENts33 3350) LF VOTE SST H1STTAN 
- Nowif. it be'a Matter of fo great. Facility to purchaſe 
a Livelihood; it ſeems.to:be,a Crime of aa higher-Aegra- 
v4 ion, 'tolive upon the Labour of others. 

But the common! Plea of. /a/ers:1s, That they would 
work if avy,would employ them ; which ſeems cocharge 
the. Government with orition, in not providing, Em- 


ploymnients for all Ages and Sexes, as to which che Laws 


already-made {wee );do not, tho' in fome Parts, of 


the Kingdom, where the woollen ManufaQtory is. con- 


fiderable,the common {art are fo taken care of, that they 
areno Trouble or Charge to the Pariſh: But then pals 
to other Parts of the:Kingdom, -and you ſhall find num- 
hers a Burthen both to themifelves and others. | 

It is a Matter then that deferves our Conſideration, 
What Yocations and Employments every Part of the 
Kingdom 4s moſt fit and proper for ; and where.there 
is not Employment.imMensfattorres, ,if it be by the Sea, 
to employ them in fog or Navigation; Or if they take 
Not to cither-of thee. and their own Country. affords 
them not other Employments, that then they {hould be 
removed tn other parts ofthe Kingdom; by which courſe 
they, would not remain id]e:at: Home., Ang: why may 


not 
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i take them from their Parents,andput them tt pee 


ulcs, ,and where they -hnd an 
carsof age, not kept. to. ſome Sy ch 


OT, Employ ment, 


Now; if this be done tothe! 2oor,, whycmaylirnorbedts 
to the Rich? L know, jt, will be anſwer'd;Tharthe reafois 
is not the ſame ;, for, ſay.they, One is toprevencachajge 
tothe Pariſh, that Þ ihe Poor, which cannot be feared bf 
af _ the Rich”. Bur there have beeh ſbme Inſtances 

07 Teqng ron 00m lemens. Childreware often 
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(with reverence to their Order I ſpeak ithſhould ſo much 
preach up Charity in general, and yet ſeem many_'of 
them to omit tire werghtieſt part of it, namely, the'Pro- 
viden forthe Souls of thoſe poor Creatures that beg for 
Breed to ſupport this Life; but neither themſelves nor 0- 
thers take thought or are ſ(olicitous for the Life to come. 
If ſuch, whole ſacred FunQtion does immediately oblige 
them to the Core of Souls, would (1 fay not all, but at 
leaſt ſome of them) more ſeriouſly weigh and' conhi- 
der this Point, many of our Palpits would not be fo ſtill 
and unconcerned, upon this Subje&t,as they appear to 
be. By our prepoſterous diltributing of Chariy,we ſeem 
to invert that of the Apoſtle, Not many mizhty, &c.' but 
the poor of this wor ld are _ In this Kingdom, it 1s 
uite otherwiſe, for we take only the ſame Care of them 
that we dg of Brutes, to preveng their ſtarving, but alaſs 
have too ſmall a regard of what becomes of their Souls. 
Now there can be no effettual way of doing this,but by 
laying a good Foundation, 1n taking up the younger ſort, 
and putting them to Trazes; andas for the Elder and de- 
crepit, that are capable of no Employment, ſuch to be 
maiatained by the Pariſh, but ſo as to have no liberty for 
Begging; and the EffeQts of this will be, That there will 
hardly be any aged or decrepit Poer, molt of which are 
made ſo, either by Fraud and Deſign of Yagranrs them- 
ſelves, or by being the. Children of ſuch, and ſo for want 
of Care or Attendance, are become deform?®d or maim'd. 
Iris alſo remarkable, That Mechanicks prevent Famin 
in a Nation ; this at Grit ſtght will appear a Paradox, that 
the multiplying of Meaths,that eat Corm;whoſe Hands ſow 
none, ſhould yet increaſe Food ; which Mitter of Fat 
demogltrates the Truth of, notwithſtanding :- For who- 
ever ſaw a Famin in Hollend? on the contrary; they who 
ſow none, yet ſupp!y other parts of the World with Cory, 
which they effet by means of -their 4rts and Trade, 
v7] E which 
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which drives the more proticable Ploggb of the two, that 


af the Sep...) |: 1F- 

I& is obſerved,-, That no places' are 'more frequently 
afflited with Famer, than: thoſe Countries which are 
employed in TiUlege ; and the reaſon of this Scarcity is 
very. plain. For if their Corx fail, - they have no othee 
way whereby to ſupply therr Want; bur it is otherwiſe 
with thoſe who depend upon Arts: and Trade, for the 
extent of their Harveſt reaches the utmoſt Confnes of the 
Chriſtian, if not known World and if one Flace fails, 
they can eaſily have recourle to another. 

Again, L$9ur and Arts area means to purchaſe tous 
one of the greateſt Bleſſings of this World, lehgth of 
Daies ; for it both prolongs Lite and prevents untimely 
Death: And for the ptoot of the firſt of rheſe, it is 
obſerved, as a Matter of common Experience, That there 
are more old Men who from their Infancy have been 
employed in Labour and Trades,than there are of Gentle- 
men; which is agreeable to what the Phyſccians affirm 
with a great deal of Reaſonand Truth, That the Work 
of the Body is not {o deftruthive of,. nop decaies not the 
Vitals ſo much as the Stuay: and Labour of the Head, 
or the Intemperance of the Appetite, which Men who 
conſult rheir Eaſe, and ſenſual Complacencies, are too 
r00 apt to.indulge. - 4061 pil JAN 

And in the ſecond Place, That they prevent untimety 
Death, is a Truth ſo undeniable as needs no Arguments 


-to confirm it, every Daies Experience ſufficiently evin- 


Ing it unto us, That when Youth are educated #2 the 
way and coarſe of Buſineſs, their Heads are employed 
as well as ther Hands ; which leaves no room for vitious 
Plots and Deſigns, nor for pinching Neceſſity toenforee 

ir breaking Megugh the Laws of God and-Man,' -ro 
make Provifion for thoſe Luſts and Exorditances; that 
at laſtbring them tothe Gibber. | | OWNER, 
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: iT now come to the laſt-part of rhis Diſcourſe; ito thiw 
the Miſchiefs that attend, 'and 'tis reaſonably to beferrds; 
will fall upon ttiis Kingdom, for the want of 4 good and 
regular Diſcipline, in the Manners and Lives of the 
People. 

l ſhall begin with thoſe ill EffeQs and Conſequences 

which ſd/ene/s produces in Relioron. It is the Care of 
moſt Parests to educare their Ch:/drex in ſome Religion 
or other, of whatever Shape or diſtin& Profeſſion i 
be entituled to; for he may be reaſonably accounted a 
Monſer in Nature; and a common Enemy to Humanity, 
chat profeſſes the C/yifixy Religion himſelf, and could 
paticttly ſuffer his Child to be bred up in 21 ahometaniſm 
yet pethaps we want not thouſands who do work rhan 
this, it being eaſter to convert and proſelyte-a Man td 
Chriſtianity that believes a Der:y, but is zealous in his 
erroneous Apprehenſions of his Divine Nature and Wor- 
ſhip; than to peſwade one to embtace the Farth, who 
denies that prime and received Principle'of the Exiſtence 
of a God, and conſequently diſowns all the ſubordinate 
Tenets and Articles of Region. Now alas-t6b/ triany 
there are of this Kind, whoſe Parents bring them up 
without Trades, and conſequently having'no Employ- 
ment; ' will agturally have recourſe'to 'theſe which: are 
Vitibiis and Unlawful, which the :evil Spirit that aCts 
chetri' will-be-ſure not to be deficierit it fupply ing them 
with an abundanrvariety of, as being corffciotl bf the 
hazard he incurs of lofing them, "if he affords thetti lei- 
fire for ſetions Thoughts and RefleQions. _ FEToH] 
1 Add 45 Men bred tpto td Trair Employmithts tikve 
rirefy-arry Religion, Ao neither are they detfrieanable'ro 
S&CLawsof the Land, 'ro which Religion is the mvſt 
kelting ad ſureſt Tye or Oblivation ; and ſabordinarely 
to thar Buſineſs att Ertiploy ment have the nexr prevatl- 
148 Forte with them: formrhele mathtally boget a Projivny 
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which requires /ProtetFiow and: Security bythe law ; 
whereas he that hath nothing;.to loſe, nor endeavors to 
acquire any thing but by a-manifeſt Violation and Infring- 
ment of the Laws, his ſiniſter Intereſts are ſuch as ſtrong. 
ly encline him to deſtroy them. 

Hence it is that we frequently find, That Men of no 
Buſineſs are and have been. the publick Diſturbcrs and 
Incendiaries of a Nation; no'Plots or Rebellions- are 
brought upon the S:age, butare managed and projected 
by this fort of Men, who «re the moſt conſiderable Party 
among the Aders, who take no greeter Fleaſure in any 
thing than in {bing introubled Waters, by which means 
they not only become deſtructive to themſelves, ' but al- 
lureand entice others, inveigling and drawing in thoſe 
(thatareina way of Trade and Buſineſs) to their Mif- 
chievous and evil Practices, to the irreverſible Deſtru- 
Ction of many Families. 

And as they thus ruin divers in their Eftes, ' {o alſo 
in their Lives. Ic is a Subject of great Grief and Lamen- 
tation,to conſider what Numbers are every year. brought 
to violent Deaths by the Hand of the Executioner.; and 
yet more numerous they are, . by much, who deſtroy 
themſelves by. Debaucher y and [ntemper apce : ſo that It 
may, be ſaid by by, moderate Compuxatigny, That as the 
Sword of Taftice hath /luin; its thouſands; do; a.complica- 
tion of\Diſcalcs ggntrafted by iql« and. Yooſe _Men,.. with- 
out Employments, have /latn,their. ten thouſands, And 
ro ſum, up all, theſe ;are the Men that in the preſent 
JunQuure of Aﬀairs, are the Plague and Peſt of the. Na- 


tin, -thatas Loeuffs lwarm in all Places, echoing, out 


the molt.cxtravagant Paxegyricks upon their Deſender, 
the abaiteted King ; they goby the Name of Sharpers 
ut Loxaox, and are ſo formidable a Body that none dares 
oppole their aſſaulting any that aſſume. to contradi&t 
them, in magnifyingtheir ProteQtor the late Kipg ; for 
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of fuch indeed are his Party and Adherents compoſed, 
whoſe Actions carry an agreeable Reſemblance as well 
to the preſent Principles as known Prattices of the Church 
of Rom: ; there being not any Profeſſion in the World, 
that allows of or connives at and indylges I4lexcfs in an. 
equal degree to the Papilts. 

For as Ierorance 1s the Mother of their Devotion, 10 
15 Idlent/s the Nurle of it, as isobſerveable in their rude 
and implicit YVotaries in Ireland ; in which Kingdom 'ris 
uſual with them, at Maſs, to make publick Colle&ions 
for a Thief or Ialer , but if a conſtant {abourins Man, that 
ſpent not his Time wich them in. Drinking and idleneſs, 
be by Misfortune reduced to Poverty, they will give no- 
thing to ſuch a Man, but ſay, he was a Churle, that nes 
_ was Good, but was. always. making for him- 

elt 

Anduit is to be remark'd, that there was never ſo miny 

Stone-Wexv2rs (as th2 D utch call idle men) ſeen in Enz- 
land as in the few years of che late King Jams, ſuch pro- 
fligate wretches being the apteſt Intruments for the Sub- 
verſion of the Eſtabliſh'd Laws and the Religion of the 
Nation, and the introduCtion of Popery. 

It belongs not to me toaſlume the preſcribing of Laws 
and Methods, whereby to-redreſs theſe publick Evils and 
Inconveniencies too predominant ia the State, and to pre= 
vent greater, that ſeern to be imminent over, and dange- 


roully to threaten this Kingdom, by theſe inhnite {warms 


of Waſps, which at the part of /»ggifh Droxes, in living 
upon the /abour of others,br are but too 1adultrious todo. 
miſchief, and too ready to embraceevery occalion, where- 
by taput the whole Kingdom into a flame and a general 
combuſtion. 
However, there ſeems to be a poſlibility, at leaſt, t» 
teſſen this growing Evil, and yet nat by the uſual way of 
driving theſe M/ccontents and bad Members out of: the 
273 Nation ;. 
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| Nation; « Remedy worſe than the Diſeaſe, which 1n another 


Diſcourſe may be proved. Bur the more profitable way 
ſeems totake them all up, and ſuch of them as are young, 
ro diſpoſe of to ſuch Trades and Employments as are moſt 
ſuitable to thzir natural Gerrzs's and Capacities, and to 
ſupply the want of Money uſually given with Apprentices, 
co inlarge the time of their Service. 

For the other ſorts, which are eicher Gentlemens C/:/- 
aren, orelſe ſuch as pretend to be fo, becaule educated to 
no Employments, and are beco:ne Sharpers, and live by 
Cheating and Gamin?, 

For the firſt of theſe there ſeems to be a commilſerating 
2nd a compaſſionate ſenſe of their quality and condition, 
due from the Government, and equally to their Bry/h, 
they ſhould be preferr'd in Crvi! and Military Employ- 
ments, which perhaps they would have long ſince, taken 
up , but had not Money to purchaſe ; a ſin now become 
bare-fat'4, and ought to be univerſally exploded by all 
Mankind ; for, *tis the Peftilexce that walks in d4artnefs, 
and ruins the Kingdom by a double Miſchief., Firſt, ob- 


ſtruQts the Preferment of Gentlemen, and of Perſons of 


worth, and in conſequence to that misfortune, pnts thern 
upon lewd and extravagant courſes, whereby to ſupply 
their preſent neceffity : And then in the ſecond place; 
hills up Vacancies with ſuch men, whoſe Go7z, not arts! 
entlerhem thereunto. 
The other ſer or ſort of men, are the Shaypers, who « 4 
che Iniquity of che Times are become a Frater»iry almoft 
roo great for the Ci! Magiſtrate ro manage or tarreft. 
| will not' prefume to derermine which 1s the preater 
Evil, hangtng for F-1ony, of letring thoſe ef t ate 
i11itly to be deem'd the greater Oftenders ; but fel att; 
rhat the Law is wanting to'thern, ard may- well be fo 
theſe being a Diſeafe newly ſprang*up in the wes = 
and therefore as yet there 13 tro Lxw made vrprovith J4e 
a proper Atiaoteagainlt ig Now, 


of Mechanick Iiduſtry. 


Now, for theſe Sparks who are become thus rampant 
amopgſt us, What Remedy can be preſcribd more con- 


ducive to the Good of the State, than to exchange them 


for hone(t men,” that were taken upan their lawtul Em.. 
ployments at Sez by the 7 urks. 
This, I foreſee, will not eſcape a ſevere cenſure; I muft 


therefore beg leave to offer ſuch Reaſonsas have induced: 


me to be of this opinion; in the proſecution whereof, I 
perceive that it will be urg'd, That it is a juſt Law to han 
Felons and Robbers. But, Would itnor, I pray, be a mit- 
der Puniſhment to exchange ſuch Offenders, for honett 
men that are in Slavery ? 

Again, Thele Sharpers, that fubliſt by Cheatrng and 
Gaming, are more deftrucive to thn Commoawea/th, and 


conſequently occaſion the ruin of more men in it than | 


Thieves and Robbers can be {aid todo. Where then lies 


 thedifference ? Bur that the Law was made for ſuppreſ- 


ſing Fe/ons, when there was not ſucha Vermin known, 
as now exceed them. *T1s plain then, That there re- 
mains nothing but a Statute ro render ehem the greater 
Criminals, for otherwiſe they are already ſv.in them- 
ſelves, and then ſending them to T «rkey, would (I pre- 
{ume) 1n all reaſon be deen'd an A of Grace to ſave them 
from Tyburz ; and that upon a double account. Firſt, In 
regard that it would afford time for.Repentance ta the 
one, and deliverance from Slavery to the other, by which 
means a Soul might be ſaved, and a Body added to the 
Kingdom ; which, of how conterprible an account ſoe- 
ver this may be reckon'd, tobe, * yet 1s it certain, that 
the loſs of a man, is ag Injury to rhe. Commonwealth. 
This is no” ſeHMing of Chriſtians ro the Tarks, as ſome 
may at firlt view. be apt to believe, but 'tis the redeeming 
ofa Chriſtian by a dead Map ; for {o he ſhould be in the 
Eye of the Law, before he was ſent. | - 
This 
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A Diſcourſe of the Neceſſity,” &c. 

\ Thisway of procecding, would, deubrleſs, be a grea 
occaſion of Terrour-and* Diſcouragement ro thoſe lewd 
and profligate'ſorrof Men, who are become the Poſt, and 
ifuncontroul'd, will be the Baze of the'Nation, and: by 
conſequence, would be a means of en abr. owe, hun-" 
dreds trom the Ga//ows, and put all men upon honelt cour- 
ſes and induſtrious expedients, whereby to compa; a live- 
lihood. And, tocompleat all, ta take off the better ſort 
from their extravagancies, and to neceſlitate the ordinary 


 toapply themſelves to Handicrafts, the moſt conducive 


method whereby to produce two ſuch delired effeRs, 
would be, to take away the Benefit of the Clergy, and in 
tieu thereof, to enjoin a piece of Mechanick Work, of ſom 
Trade or other, to be made by the Offender. | 


» 


ADV ER T ISEMEN;T,. : Gs 


& hem is now in the Preſs a Difcourſe emituled; '$5:,” the- Textmabtr; 
"fhewing how Religion bas in all Ages bt grometed/by the Indoſtvieds Mes 
thanch., Writren by the ſame Author, | '% jp EB 2A 
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